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INTRODUCTION 
This report documents and describes the State Highway 71 Express Project during the period 
from June 28, 2015 through October 28, 2015.  This Project is being developed and constructed 
by the Texas Department of Transportation (“TxDOT”).  The Central Texas Regional Mobility 
Authority (“Mobility Authority”) will operate and maintain the tolled express lanes upon 
substantial completion of the Project. The Project development, design, and construction is 
being funded by TxDOT with partial reimbursement by the Mobility Authority.  The estimated 
total project cost is $140M with reimbursement by the Mobility Authority in an amount up to 
$60M for TxDOT’s project costs. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The State Highway 71 Express Project is an approximately 3.9-mile limited-access toll road 
located in Travis County along the existing SH 71 corridor. The tolled express lanes begin at 
Presidential Boulevard at the Austin Bergstrom International Airport (ABIA) and extend east, 
ending at SH 130 near Onion Creek.  The tolled express lanes will include grade separated 
intersections at FM 973 and SH 130 through the construction of two new toll lane overpasses as 
well as bicycle and pedestrian facilities. The SH 71 Express Project will provide a more 
expeditious route to ABIA from the SH 130 corridor, and is expected to enhance safety as well 
as reduce congestion and travel time along the SH 71 corridor.  The SH 71 Express Project is 
being developed in partnership with the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), and in 
conjunction with the City of Austin.  The design-build project is being designed and constructed 
by McCarthy Building Companies (McCarthy). 

The location of the Project is illustrated in Figure 1.  

 
Figure 1 - Project Location Map 
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The typical sections are shown in Figure 2, and a rendering of the proposed interchange at     
FM 973 is illustrated in Figure 3.  
 

Figure 2 - Typical Sections near Presidential Boulevard and at SH 130 

 
 

 
 

Figure 3 - Rendering of Proposed FM 973 Interchange 
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PROJECT DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES 
On August 29, 2014, TxDOT and McCarthy executed a design-build agreement for the 
development of the SH 71 Express Project.  On December 22, 2014, TxDOT issued a notice to 
proceed (NTP2) that allowed McCarthy to begin design and construction of the Project.  
Following NTP2, McCarthy began submitting design plans to TxDOT for review, and on February 
2, 2015, McCarthy commenced construction activities. 

During the reporting period, McCarthy has focused on finalizing the design activities.  McCarthy 
has gained concurrence by TxDOT for almost all of the plan sets on the Project.  The only 
remaining design submittals include a Drainage Report and the Signing and Markings Plans.    
The Mobility Authority’s oversight team and System Integrator, have been integrated into the 
TxDOT review process.  The team has reviewed the tolling plans and are working through minor 
comments with TxDOT. 

While finalizing the design effort, McCarthy has continued to advance construction activities 
throughout the Project corridor.  Earthwork, utility adjustment, road base, retaining wall, 
bridge and shared use path elements have all progressed throughout the reporting period.  The 
earthwork activities have included completing the SH 130 bridge headers and frontage road 
grading.  

McCarthy completed the substructure work on the bridges at SH 130 and Onion Creek during 
the reporting period and began pouring the bridge decks over SH 130.  The Onion Creek bridge 
decks are scheduled to be poured in mid-October. The SH 130 bridge work will continue into 
the next quarter.  McCarthy continued their work on retaining walls at the Spirit of Texas 
intersection and also began work on the retaining walls at Presidential Boulevard; this work will 
be ongoing throughout the next quarter. 

Utility relocations are progressing well; work for every utility owner is active with the exception 
of Texas Gas.  All ongoing utility relocations are scheduled to be complete by the end of 
November.   
 
Work continues on the cross drainage culverts and has commenced on the pavement widening 
on the west end of the project. 
 
McCarthy has also begun work on the shared use path throughout the project limits where no 
further disturbance is necessary. 
 
The Mobility Authority’s oversight team is assisting with community outreach for the project. 
The project team held an Open House on September 22, 2015, to update stakeholders on the 
construction progress and upcoming traffic switches. Attendance included 15 members of the 
public and two individuals from the media. An e-newsletter was also published in September 
2015 outlining the progress and upcoming traffic switches as well. 
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PROJECT PROGRESS PHOTOS 
 
McCarthy continues to focus on earthwork 
operations, utility relocations, the SH 130 
and Onion Creek bridges, retaining walls, and 
the shared use path.  Work on widening SH 
71 on the west end has also commenced. 

 

 

   

   

 
 

 

Bridge deck forming completed over SH 130 

 Crews working on cross drainage culverts 

First bridge deck pour over SH 130 (Sept 23) 

Shared use path being installed 

Crews installing retaining walls 
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PROJECT PROGRESS 
McCarthy has submitted its progress schedule for the period ending July 31, 2015.  McCarthy’s 
latest schedule indicates Substantial Completion in the October/November 2016 timeframe; 
although, the managed lanes may be open a few months prior to that, and Final Acceptance of 
all remaining Development Work in late 2016. 
 
The SH 71 Express Project milestones are provided in Table 1. 

 
Table 1 - Schedule of Project Milestones 

Task Date   

Selection of Design-Build Contractor June 26, 2014 

NTP1 Issued September 5, 2014 

NTP2 Issued December 22, 2014 

Commencement of Construction February 2, 2015 

Substantial Completion (Open to Traffic) Summer/Fall 2016 

Final Acceptance  Late  2016 
    

 
TWO MONTH LOOK AHEAD 
 
McCarthy plans to work on the mainlanes of SH 71 forming the new overpass at FM 973 as well as the 
approaches on FM 973 which are on new location. They will continue working on the retaining walls 
around Presidential and Spirit of Texas as well as the bridge decks over SH 130. They will go back to 
working on the Onion Creek Bridge and start pouring the bridge decking. Work will continue on the 
shared use paths as well as the relocation of utilities. 
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CONSTRUCTION FINANCIAL STATUS 
The following summary provides the financial status of the design-build contract for the SH 71 
Express Project. 

   

Original McCarthy Contract Amount: $       95,490,271 

Authorized Changes (Change Order and/or Amendments):                

 $        4,887,854                 

  

Current Authorized Contract Amount:   $      100,152,529 

  

Previous Total of McCarthy Payments:    $       22,232,703               

  

Draw Request #9 for May 2015 efforts $         8,348,061 

Draw Request #10 for June 2015 efforts 3,552,829 

Draw Request #11 for July 2015 efforts 5,168,584 

  

Total Amount Earned To-Date: $       39,699,168 

   Retainage withheld:  $             396,992 

Approved Amount for work completed (through Draw #11): $       39,302,177 
 

  

Amount remaining for work to be completed: $      60,850,352 

Total Percent of Budget Expended through May 2015: 39.6% 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Summary of Change Orders This Reporting Period 

CO# 1     Modification to Golf Course Rd                             $    154,345 
CO# 2     Removal of oil/wastewater infrastructure            $      18,418 
CO# 3     WB Onion Creek Bridge Rehab                             $ 4,489,494  
CO# 4     Add ITS hub at 973                                                 $    189,719 
CO# 5     VECP #1/#2                                                           $     -39,121 
CO# 6     Unidentified utility                                                 $      75,000 
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