MARCH 30, 2011 CTRMA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
Summary Sheet

AGENDA ITEM # 15

Consider and take appropriate action to revise the CTRMA legislative program for
the 82nd Legislature.
Department:

Law

Associated Costs:

None

Funding Source:

None

Board Action Required:

If needed.

Description of Matter:
This agenda item is to consider any revisions to the CTRMA legislative
program that may be necessary or desirable based on bills that are proposed or
pending during the 82nd Texas Legislature.
Staff has no recommendations concerning any needed or desirable revisions as
of the time this Summary Sheet is being prepared
Attached documentation for reference:
Draft Resolution template, if needed
Contact for further information:
Andrew Martin, General Counsel

CTRMA Legislative Program
82nd Legislative Session
The following identifies CTRMA’s legislative program and priorities for the 82nd Legislature:
1. Primacy: CTRMA (along with other RMAs) worked closely with Sen. Nichols last
session to advance SB 17, which would have eliminated the “market valuation” process provided
for in SB 792 and established an order of priority that would have given local toll project entities
(LTPEs) the first option to develop toll projects within their regions. CTRMA supports
advancing these concepts again. CTRMA believes it is critical to assure that local control will be
maintained over toll projects and that toll revenues will remain within the areas where they are
generated.
2. Extension of CDA Authority: Concession CDA authority for RMAs expired August
31, 2009 (except for certain exempted projects) and Design/Build CDA authority will expire
August 31, 2011. Design/Build CDA authority has been an important tool for delivery of
CTRMA projects. It is noteworthy that both the North Texas Turnpike Authority (NTTA) and
county toll road authorities (including HCTRA, the Harris County Toll Road Authority) have
CDA authority that is not subject to expiration, and there is no reason that RMAs should not
have the same tools available as those other local toll project entities (LTPEs). At a minimum,
Design/Build CDA authority should be extended for RMAs, along with the ability to secure
financing as part of a Design/Build CDA.
3. RMA Clean-up: An RMA “clarification” bill was filed last session (HB 2990/SB
1669) to clarify language in several sections of Chapter 370 of the Transportation Code related to
project financing, add parking structures and transportation reinvestment zone projects to the list
of authorized RMA projects, and give RMAs the same collection and enforcement tools as
TxDOT, NTTA and HCTRA. CTRMA supports these changes to Chapter 370, its governing
statute.
4. Transportation Reinvestment Zones: Transportation Reinvestment Zones (TRZs)
offer an important tool for generating local funding for projects. As TxDOT’s financial
resources continue to deteriorate and communities struggle to find means to generate local
funding, the use of TRZs has become even more important. Currently TRZs are tied to the
“pass-through” program, and have other statutory problems which require correction or
improvement. CTRMA and other RMAs supported HB 1810/SB 2378 introduced last session to
correct many of the TRZ deficiencies; CTRMA supports pursuing that legislation again.
5. Environmental Review Process: Increased attention has been given to the delays in
project delivery and the associated costs resulting from prolonged review periods for
environmental documents. CTRMA and other RMAs supported SB 502 during the previous
session which would have allowed RMAs and other LTPEs to “fund” positions at various state
and federal entities to help to expedite project reviews. CTRMA supports pursuing that
legislation again, as well as other statutory changes to establish reasonable deadlines, formalize
processes, and otherwise add efficiencies to the environmental review process.
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Other issues which CTRMA would like to see addressed during the 82nd Session include:
•

Funding: issue the remaining Prop 12 bond capacity; enhance the pass-through program, and
pursue other options for additional funding.

•

Enforcement: Improve and standardize throughout Texas authorized toll violation
enforcement and collection procedures (and possible consolidation of statutes for different
types of toll authorities).

•

Discounted or Free Tolls under HB 3139, 81st Legislative Session: Appropriate sufficient
funds from the state general revenue fund to defray the cost of providing free or discounted
use of CTRMA toll projects, as the 81st Legislature provided by subsection (b) of Section
372.053 of the Transportation Code, enacted by HB 3139.

Adopted October 28, 2010 by Resolution 10-99
Amended December 8, 2010 by Resolution 10-107
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GENERAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE
CENTRAL TEXAS REGIONAL MOBILITY AUTHORITY
RESOLUTION NO. 11-___
Amending the CTRMA Legislative Program for the 82nd Texas Legislature

WHEREAS, the Texas Legislature convened at noon, January 11, 2011, and will adjourn on
Monday, May 30, 2011, in the 82nd Regular Legislative Session; and
WHEREAS, on October 27, 2010, the Board of Directors adopted and approved a Legislative
Program for the 82nd Legislature by enacting Resolution No. 10-99; and
WHEREAS, an issue that affects the powers, duties, and ability of the Central Texas Regional
Mobility Authority to fulfill its statutory mission as a regional mobility authority existing and
operating under Chapter 370 of the Texas Transportation Code has come to the attention of the
Board that justifies an amendment to the Legislative Program.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors approves the amendment
to the CTRMA Legislative Program set forth in Exhibit “A” to this Resolution.
Adopted by the Board of Directors of the Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority on the 30th
day of March, 2011.

Submitted and reviewed by:

Approved:

____________________________
Andrew Martin
General Counsel for the Central
Texas Regional Mobility Authority

____________________________
Ray A. Wilkerson
Chairman, Board of Directors
Resolution Number: 11-___
Date Passed: 3/30/2011
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Exhibit A
CTRMA Legislative Program Amendment

[Any change to the Legislative Program will be identified here.]
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